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5-14 ICT in Learning & Teaching

Using the Technology

	Teacher Guide


	Attainment Target
	· Interpret simple computer specifications, such as speed and memory
· Understand the costs of accessing network services

· Use other peripherals as appropriate

	Exemplification of Strand
	· Use help facilities without support
· Use other peripherals as appropriate
· Interpret simple computer specifications, such as speed and memory
· Understand the costs of accessing network services

· Understand where and why controls and restrictions are placed on network services


	Resources Needed
	· RM Window Box PC with internet access (optional)
· Computer brochures or online access for information about computer specification


	Outline of Activities
	Remind pupils to make use of help facilities if necessary so that they can use most programs independently.  They should also be able to use most computer peripherals available to them.
Pupils could look at brochures or online for computers and compare speed and memory of the machines.  Computer speed is given in MHz (megahertz) – millions of cycles per second – with bigger numbers meaning more speed and a higher price.  Memory in a computer is the storage and thinking parts of a computer given in MB (Megabytes) or GB (Gigabytes) – see Stage 8.  More storage memory on your hard disk (ROM) means you can save more files and more thinking memory (RAM) means your computer can perform more complex tasks quicker.
Costs of accessing network services is covered in UT Stage 8 activity 1 where pupils do the BBC Webwise online course.  This compares costs of Broadband, ‘Pay as you go’ and ‘Unmetered’.  You might want to make a homework exercise for pupils to find out how their household pays for internet access, if appropriate or revise what they remember.
When discussing controls and restrictions placed on network services e.g. filtering on school internet access, get children to explain why this is necessary. (inappropriate sites being accessed, accidentally or deliberately; inappropriate emails being sent or received; meeting unsuitable people in chat rooms, etc.)  There are many websites that can help explain the dangers to children e.g.-
http://www.kidsmart.org.uk/
http://www.fkbko.co.uk/EN.php?lang=EN&&subject=0&&id=0&&level=0
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/find_out/guides/tech/safe_surfing/newsid_1607000/1607213.stm
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