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1.
Looking at the curriculum differently (pages 9-11)

“As many schools recognise, the curriculum is more than curriculum areas and subjects: it is the totality of experiences which are planned for children and young people through their education – a canvas upon which their learning experiences are formed.  At all stages from the early years to S6 the curriculum will include learning through:

· the ethos and life of the school as a community

· curriculum areas and subjects

· interdisciplinary projects and studies

· opportunities for personal achievement”




What are the implications for your school/centre of looking at the curriculum in this way?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


2.
The child’s journey through the curriculum (p12-13)

“Expectations will be described in terms of experiences as well as broad significant outcomes.”

“Experiences and outcomes will be described from the learner’s point of view, using terms like  “I have …..” for experiences and “I can ….”  for outcomes.”

“There should be fewer levels, more widely spaced, to allow teachers to plan for greater depth, enrichment and consolidation of learning.”

Curriculum for excellence achievement framework
	Level
	Experiences and outcomes for most children or young people:

	early
	in pre-school and in primary 1

	first
	by end of P4, but earlier for some

	second
	by end of P7, but earlier for some

	third
	in S1 - S3, but earlier for some

fourth level broadly equates to SCQF level 4

	fourth
	

	senior
	in S4 - S6, but earlier for some


What are the implications for planning in establishments?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


3.
How learning is organised: curriculum areas (p14-15)

“To provide a device for ensuring that learning takes place across this range of contexts we need to group the range of experiences and outcomes into recognisable components.” 

“It will be open to schools to organise the outcomes and experiences differently (for example, designing challenging interdisciplinary projects), taking account of local circumstances, to plan for progression, breadth and depth of learning.”

What opportunities would a new approach to organising learning present, in order to maximise the benefits for children and young people?

What are the implications of organising learning in this way in the different sectors?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


4.
Personalisation and choice (p15-16)

“The proposed changes to the curriculum give us an opportunity to look differently at choices in learning at all stages.”

What possibilities do you see for different approaches to personalisation and choice in your context?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


5.
Learning and teaching (p16)

“The quality of learning and teaching in every classroom – and the inspiration, challenge and enjoyment which can come from teachers’ enthusiasm and commitment – will be critical to achieving our aspirations for all young people.”

What steps might be taken to ensure that learning and teaching focuses on the four capacities in every classroom?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


6.
Recognition of achievement (p17-18)

“One of the most important aspects of A Curriculum for Excellence is the need to be able, for each child and young person, to give recognition to a broader range of their achievements than we do at present.  We need to develop straightforward and simple ways of doing this, especially so that processes of assessment do not distort the intrinsic value and satisfaction of achievement.”

What is the nature of broader achievements that schools might recognise, given the expectation that the curriculum includes learning through opportunities for personal achievement?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


7.
What might be different? (p19-20)

Consider the features of what might be different, described on pages 19-20.  

In what ways can the proposals in Progress and Proposals promote better continuity in learning and teaching methodologies across all sectors?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


8.
Implications (p21)

“We have a motivated and well-trained workforce which is being asked to embrace a shift away from prescription about the detail of the curriculum and towards more responsibility for professional judgement and creativity within broader parameters.”

“A Curriculum for Excellence places increased expectations on the leadership of schools….  They will also have opportunities to be creative in curriculum design …”

What implications and possibilities do you see in these statements?
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