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By March 2005 a sample of staff, pupils and parents 

will have been consulted to find out what is working well in 

schools.

· By May 2005 all schools will be audited to help us improve access to the buildings.

· By June 2005 all escorts travelling with pupils with additional support needs will be trained through PATS (Passenger Assisted Training Scheme). Staff training in lifting & handling pupils with disabilities is also available.

· Written communication with parents is improving – materials will be available in different formats, if requested, and a website will be set up. 

· Training is now available to staff in autism, dyslexia, inclusive practice, IT support…
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In April 2003 every local authority in Scotland produced its Accessibility Strategy. This was in response to the Education (Disability Strategies and Pupils’ Educational Records) (Scotland) Act 2002.

In its strategy, Aberdeenshire Council outlined its plans to improve access to education, not only for pupils with disabilities, but for all pupils. For example, improvements in lighting for a pupil with a visual impairment will lessen eyestrain for all pupils; warning of changes in routine before they happen is vital to a pupil with autism but may benefit many pupils in the class.

Accessibility is about everyone having the opportunity to take part in every aspect of school life: classwork, clubs, trips, making friends… But some pupils may find that difficult if schools are not set up to meet their particular needs.

That means that schools need to identify what these difficulties are and look at ways of minimising them.


· Access to the physical environment: facilities suitable for everyone e.g. ramps, toilets, lighting, 
soundproofing …

· Access to the school curriculum: pupils and parents feel welcome in the school; lessons are adjusted to include all pupils; there are opportunities for all pupils to be included in school clubs and trips…

· Access to school communication: parents can ask for information from the school or Aberdeenshire Council in a format that suits them (e.g. large print, audio tape…); opportunities for pupils and parents to say what they
think about education…
Improving Access to Education 


for All 
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What is this about?





What is accessibility?





If you would like to know more about Aberdeenshire’s Accessibility Strategy, please contact:


Pat Dinwoodie,


Accessibility Strategies Development Officer, 


The Annexe, 


Woodhill House, 


Westburn Road,


Aberdeen, AB16 5GJ





Tel: 01224 664882


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:pat.dinwoodie@aberdeenshire.gov.uk" ��pat.dinwoodie@aberdeenshire.gov.uk�











What is happening now?
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This leaflet is available 


in alternative forms, 


if requested.





What about the Accessibility Strategy?





�








_1156598867.doc


 







 












