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· A database for mobility equipment for pupils with physical disabilities will be set up.

· A rolling programme of school building improvements will be introduced across Aberdeenshire. This will focus on improving access to the school environment for pupils with disabilities.

· All staff in the Education Service will continue to work together with pupils and parents to improve access to the curriculum and to communication. Schools will include recommendations from the consultation exercise in their development plans for the next five years.

· Information on accessibility will be made available to staff and parents on Aberdeenshire websites.
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Information about Aberdeenshire’s Accessibility Strategy is available on Aberdeenshire Council’s website:

www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk
There will also be a copy in every school which you can get from your Head Teacher, School Board or Pupil Council. We would very much welcome your comments. Please send them to pat.dinwoodie@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Education staff can also access the Aberdeenshire Council website: www.wiredshire.org.uk
Also, an Accessibility File will be available in schools to provide staff with guidelines and information on the three areas of accessibility: access to the physical environment, access to the curriculum and access to communication.





As you may recall, since 2003 Aberdeenshire Council has been planning to improve access to education through its Accessibility Strategy.

This means that a programme of improvements is being followed in three areas:

· Access to the physical environment

· Access to the school curriculum

· Access to school communication

It is important to remember that many of the adjustments that are made to support pupils with disabilities or additional support needs improve the learning experience for all pupils in the class.

We are now moving into the second stage of this plan which will run from 2005 to 2008 and we would welcome your comments on it.
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Last year we consulted a sample of staff, pupils and parents to find out what is working in schools. Here are some of their comments:
‘The school is always welcoming.’

‘I don’t mind homework as long as the teacher gives feedback afterwards.’

‘I would like to use email to communicate with the school – it’s more convenient.’

Feedback on what people said will be available in October 2005, either through your head teacher, pupil council or your school board/PTA.

The findings from the consultation exercise will provide a number of recommendations both for schools and the Authority to take forward over the next five years.


Here are some examples of the good practice we found:

Schools supporting pupils with additional support needs moving from primary to secondary: organising parents’ evenings, school tours, staff meetings between primary & secondary, residential stays for pupils over the summer break.

School libraries building up a range of materials to suit all needs: talking books, large print books, videos/

DVDs, books to meet different reading levels.

Pupils with physical disabilities are able to work alongside their classmates by using specialised technology.

Special schools, primary and secondary schools working together to provide pupils with a high level of need with joint placements, allowing them to access the best that can be offered.



If you require this leaflet 


in large print, Braille or another language please contact the Head Teacher.








What is working well 


in schools? 





Information about Aberdeenshire’s Accessibility Strategy is available on Aberdeenshire Council’s website:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk" ��www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk�. There will also be a copy in every school which you can get from your Head Teacher, School Board or Pupil Council.


 


Education staff can access the Aberdeenshire Council website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.wiredshire.org.uk" ��www.wiredshire.org.uk�. 





Also, an Accessibility File will be available in schools to provide staff with guidelines and information on the three areas of accessibility: access to the physical environment, access to the curriculum and access to communication.




















How can you be involved?
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What is this about?





What has happened since the last newsletter? 








What is likely to be included in the next stage 


of the Strategy?
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