REPORT TO EDUCATION AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

2 SEPTEMBER 2004

PLANNING TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO EDUCATION FOR PUPILS WITH DISABILITIES – PROGRESS REPORT

1 Purpose of Report

1.1 At its meeting on 5 June 2003 the Education and Recreation Committee considered a report entitled “Planning to improve Access to Education for Pupils with Disabilities” which requires all education authorities to prepare and publish plans (known as accessibility strategies) that will improve access to education for pupils with disabilities in terms of the physical environment, the curriculum and communication with them.

1.2 The Committee approved the draft accessibility strategy together with the consultation arrangements and instructed the Director of Education and Recreation to submit to the Committee an annual report outlining progress on the implementation of the strategy.

1.3 The life of the initial strategy covers the period 1 April 2003 to 31 March 2005.  This interim report advises members of the Education and Recreation Committee of progress covering the period 1 April 2003 to 30 June 2004 in the implementation of the strategy.

2 Progress to Date

2.1 
A steering group has been established to oversee the arrangements for drawing up and implementing the accessibility strategy.  The group meets quarterly.

2.2  
Parents, School Boards, Pupil Councils and all education authority staff have been advised of the accessibility strategy and comments invited   on it.  The strategy has been amended where necessary to reflect their comments.

2.3  Paragraph 3.5 of the report described in paragraph 1.1 above outlined outcomes for improved access for the period 1 April 2003 to 31 March 2005.  These are described below together with progress to date:

2.3.1 All schools will be audited to identify barriers and potential barriers to improved access to the physical environment and areas for improvement prioritised.

Progress to date:

Audit documentation has been developed and to date 12 (out of 17) secondary schools, 54  (out of 156) primary schools, 3 (out of 4) special schools have been audited.  Detailed reports which prioritise improvements have been written for each school.


2.3.2 The programme for planned school refurbishments and PPP projects will be reviewed and revised policy implemented.


Progress to date:


All PPP projects have been reviewed by a short life working group 
to ensure access for pupils with disabilities.  The group will also review plans for school refurbishments as and when required.

2.3.3
Transport policy will be reviewed and revised policy implemented.


Progress to date:


A short life working group has been established to review current transport policy and a draft policy is currently being developed.

2.3.4 
All support staff will participate in a rolling programme of training to support pupils with disabilities when being transported.

Progress to date:


A certificated programme through PATS (Passenger Assisted Training Scheme) has been developed which is initially being rolled out to escorts currently employed by the authority.  The programme of training started in April 2004 and to date all escorts employed in special schools have undergone training

2.3.5 Strengths and barriers to curricular access will be identified and examples of good practice will be disseminated.

Progress to date:

A secondee has been appointed to ensure the implementation of improved curricular access and communication of information. Audit documentation for use in secondary schools has been prepared to identify strengths and barriers to curricular access and to identify examples of good practice.  Six schools will be audited by October 2004.  Following this audit documentation will be developed for primary schools.

2.3.6 School staff and Officers will participate in a rolling programme of training to meet identified needs arising from the “accessibility” agenda.

Progress to date:

As part of the Continuing Professional Development programme for authority staff (including all school staff and Officers) an extensive range of training opportunities are available to meet identified needs.  These include specific issue such as autism and dyslexia and more general courses on inclusive practice, managing whole school and classroom provision and inter agency collaboration.

2.3.7 Accessibility strategies will be fully embedded in Nursery, Primary and Secondary School Curriculum Guidelines.

Progress to date:

Work is planned to take place on this during session 2004-05.

2.3.8
Indicators to measure progress arising from the curriculum accessibility strategy will be developed. 

Progress to date:

Work is planned to take place on this during session 2004-05 and is expected to be partly based on the outcome of audit activity described in section 2.3.5 above and partly based on quantitative data such as number of staff participating in training activities.

2.3.9
Revised school admission procedures reflecting the 
presumption of mainstream education will be implemented.



Progress to date:

These are currently being prepared in readiness for 2005-06 enrolments which take place starting February 2005.

2.3.10
Protocols for review of education provision for pupils with additional support needs will be in place to ensure that pupils’ views are taken into account.

Progress to date:

The Support for Learners Policy Framework “Guidelines and Information to Support Inclusion” and the draft Education Support Plan (formally the Care Plan) provides advice on including views of pupils and their parents/carers.  This will be further developed during 2004-05.

2.3.11
Information on a range of education authority services available to pupils and parents/carers will be provided in a range of appropriate formats.

Progress to date:

Information is currently available through the “Notes for Parents” booklet and can be made available in a range of formats/languages on request.  This will be further developed during 2004-05.

2.4 
In addition to the outcomes specified in the authority accessibility strategy for improved access other supporting work is taking place including:

· Establishing an Autism Outreach Service from August 2004 to assist teachers support pupils on the autistic spectrum.  This will improve curriculum access for this group of pupils.

· Ongoing improvements for access to schools and the curriculum for individual pupils in line with Special Education Needs legislation

· Ongoing implementation of the authority’s race equality policy and discipline task group recommendations

3
Area, Staffing, Policy, Financial Implications and Suitability 

3.1
There are no implications as a result of this report.

4
Recommendations

The committee is recommended to:

4.1
Note the content of this report

Hamish Vernal

Director of Education and Recreation

Report prepared by:

Vaughan Jennings, Senior Education and Recreation Officer

12 August 2004

