During the current accounting year, SpeyGrian ran a very successful week-long course (Creative Connections) on the island of Eigg. Participants were given the option to join the SpeyGrian Network and attend weekend workshops offered at regular intervals throughout the year. The following quotes clearly demonstrate that SpeyGrian has supported and nurtured teachers, many of whom have gone on to become the catalysts of change within their educational establishments and beyond.
‘I was looking for a course that I could go on to develop my knowledge of environmental issues and hopefully link up with people who were also involved in the Ecoschools programme across the country to share thoughts ideas and views. The Creative Connections course was all this and so much more. It was inspiring, informative and made me reflect not only as a professional trying to engage children in their environment, but also personally in terms of making time to allow myself to enjoy the environment and become creative.’

Tania Noble (Primary Teacher, West Lothian)
‘SpeyGrian has really opened up my professional and personal life, which of course impact on each other, when looked at holistically. Meeting with others in the Educational world who are interested in what education is really about at its roots has uplifted me and given me hope. Discussions about how to go forward with the curriculum for excellence have been very encouraging. The weekend networking events of forest school skills, basket/willow work, storytelling, singing and sharing has been at times challenging but very rewarding, bringing up issues which I need to fine tune. I really can't envisage life now without the SpeyGrian network.’




Pamela Amund (Nursery Teacher, Angus)
‘I came back from the Creative Connections course so fired up and enthusiastic that Patricia, my head teacher realised instantly the value of the course in terms of both my CPD and the impact it would have on the school as a whole. My class benefit every week!!!!’
Anne O’Brian (Primary Teacher, East Lothian)
‘I have gained confidence in my own ability to put forward ideas and opinions
within my own staff group, and have extended that by setting up an Eco Link
between the three local schools in my area. We are about to hold our first
meeting to decide on action we can take to help local pupils care for their
local environment.’



Judith Salter (Primary Teacher, Moray)
’Professionally the SpeyGrian/EcoSchools Creative Connections course is still having implications for me as Eco schools co-ordinator for the school. Through the networking contacts I made, the school has been selected as a pilot for BBC Breathing Places and subsequently received a substantial award from the Big Lottery fund to improve our barren playground and develop our woodland area.’
Jackie Cotter (Primary Teacher, West Lothian)
‘I had an amazing time on the Creative Connections course and found it to be life changing on a personal level as it really helped me to connect with my own creativity. Professionally it was great to make connections with new colleagues across the sectors and also has helped me consider new and innovative ways teaching especially using the outdoors. I am involved with our School's eco group and we are just about to apply for our first green flag.’ 

Andrew Jones (Secondary Biology Teacher, West Lothian)

‘Being part of the SpeyGrian network offers total support and encouragement, not only to continue to believe in the value of outdoor learning, but to further inspire and challenge what is actually going in classrooms for children’

Fiona Molloy (Headteacher, Scottish Borders)
