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   EDUCATION & RECREATION

A Curriculum For Excellence

Progression of Skills in Science – Investigating

Self and Peer Assessment

Guidelines for Teachers

What is this document?

The Science Task Team have developed a draft recording format for investigating skills in science as part of an Assessment is For Learning project. 

The statements within the booklet are based on the skills within the 5-14 Environmental Studies: Science, National Guidelines, levels A-F.
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Why should you use this document?

The skills booklet can be used for:

· tracking of pupil’s skills

· self and peer assessment

· further discussion of learning and success criteria

· encouraging pupils to set their own learning goals

· moderation of standards across Aberdeenshire

· promoting open dialogue between pupils, teachers and parents

The pupils will benefit by:

· using a clear pupil friendly document which states the success criteria within skills in science

· a record of criteria achieved

· a clear indication of how to achieve the next level

Teachers will benefit by:

· having access to a transition document which clearly shows the progress of pupils

· a quick reference when reporting on pupil attainment

· an indication of pupils next steps

How could you use these booklets?

Assessment is For Learning encourages pupils and staff:

· to identify and reflect on their own evidence of learning

· to help set their own learning goals

· to practise self and peer assessment

The skills booklet is a pupil’s own personal record of their progression within science skills. It could be used as a transition document between classes and schools.

There are two overlapping parts to this transition document: Primary 1-4, levels A-C and Primary 5 – Secondary 2, levels C-F.

Following discussion, pupils can record their progress in science skills by: 
· using “traffic lighting” O  O  O

· using √  x ?

· writing comments. 
Planning the next steps may involve dialogue with teachers, peers and parents.

It is not intended that pupils record their progress after every science investigation.

Teachers may choose to focus on one skill area at a time, e.g. preparing for task. 
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